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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 14 & 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter as follows. Claim 16 defines a program, capable 
of being executed, embodying functional descriptive material. However, the claim does 
not define a computer-readable medium or memory and is thus non-statutory for that 
reason, (i.e. "When functional descriptive material is recorded on some computer- 
readable medium it becomes structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium 
and will be statutory in most cases since use of technology permits the function of the 
descriptive material to be realized" - Guidelines Annex IV) That is, the scope of the 
presently claimed program can range from paper on which the program is written, to a 
program simply contemplated and memorized by a person. Any amendment to the 
claim should be commensurate with its corresponding disclosure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1, 5, 10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morimoto (US 20040179122) in view of Ono et al.(US 6771877) 

Regarding claim 1 , Morimoto teaches a picture display controlling apparatus [Fig. 
3, element 50] comprising: data holding means for holding a plurality of picture data 
items; [Fig. 3, element 90] 

Morimoto further teaches; from any of picture groups obtained by sorting said 
picture data items; [Fig. 7, step ST30, note also in Fig. 4 that provision is made for up to 
10,000 albums] operation inputting means for accepting an operation input for 
designating any of said picture groups or any of the picture data items in the designated 
picture group; [Fig. 2, element 8] and display controlling means for exercising control 
such as to display the designated picture group or the designated picture data item in 
said designated picture group; [Fig. 2, elements 7a-7d] wherein, if said operation input 
accepted by said operation inputting means designates transition from a first picture 
group to a second picture group, then said display controlling means causes said 
resume pointer holding means to hold the location of the picture data item most recently 
displayed from said first picture group as the picture resume pointer for said first picture 
group, [0109 note image displayed in each picture group is image most recently 
registered in that group] while retrieving the picture resume pointer for said second 
picture group from said resume pointer holding means in order to display anew the 
picture data item pointed to by the retrieved picture resume pointer. 

Morimoto does not explicitly teach a resume pointer means as claimed. 
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However Ono teaches resume pointer holding means for holding as a 
picture resume pointer the location of the picture data item most recently displayed 
[col. 4, lines 19-24] 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have included 
the resume pointer holding means of Ono in the image sensor of Morimoto in order to 
provide timely and readily-available re-starting points for additive image sorting, as 
explicitly taught by Ono,, in the picture display controlling apparatus of Morimoto. 

Claim 10 is directed to the limitations of claim 1 wherein such limitations are 
applied to picture data items rather than pictures or picture groups. Furthermore the 
limitations are directed to a display device rather than a display controller. As such the 
limitations of claim 10 are met as discussed above in connection with claim 1 . 

Claims 2-4, 6-9 & 11-15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Morimoto in view of Ono in further view of Parulski (US 20040201752) 

Regarding claims 2, 6 & 1 1 , Morimoto in view of Ono teaches a picture display 
controlling apparatus according to claim 1 , but does not explicitly disclose operation 
inputting means with item-by-item picture data switching as claimed. 

However Parulski teaches wherein said operation inputting means comprises 
picture data switching operation inputting means for accepting an operation input for 
switching said picture data items on an item by item basis; and [Fig. 4, element 360] 
wherein, if said operation input accepted by said picture data switching operation 
inputting means designates transition beyond the picture data item at one end of a 
picture data item array constituting a given picture group, then said display controlling 
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means displays anew the picture data item at the other end of the array forming the 
picture group in question. [0078, lines 7-10, note automatic cycling] 

Regarding claims 3, 7, 8, 12 & 13, Parulski further teaches wherein said 
operation inputting means comprises picture data switching operation inputting means 
for accepting an operation input for switching said picture data items on an item by item 
basis; Parulski (US 7369164) [Fig. 4, element 360] and wherein, if said operation input 
accepted by said 

picture data switching operation inputting means designates transition from the picture 
data item at one end of a picture data item array in said first picture group to said 
second picture group, then said display controlling means causes said resume pointer 
holding means to hold the location of the picture data item most recently displayed from 
said first picture group as the picture resume pointer for said first picture group, while 
displaying anew the picture data item at one end of a picture data item array constituting 
said second picture group. [0078, lines 7 - 10] 

Regarding claims 4, 9 & 14, Parulski further teaches . limitations as discussed 
above in connection with claim 3 and further teaches wherein said picture groups are 
sorted by picture-taking information about said picture data items. [Fig. 3A, element 
114] 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have included 
the operation inputting means with item-by-item picture data switching of Parulski in the 
image sensor of Morimoto in view of Ono in order to enable user-friendly management 
of a large number of images, grouped by theme and permitting unscheduled additions, 
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as explicitly taught by Parulski, in the sensor correction processor of Morimoto in view of 
Ono. 

Claim 5, 10 &,15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morimoto in view of Ono in further view of Stavely (US 20030086012) 

Claim 5 is directed to the limitations of claim 1 wherein such limitations are 
applied to picture group arrays rather than picture groups. Morimoto teaches the 
limitations of claim 1 as discussed above but fails to disclose that the disclosed actions 
may be applied to picture group arrays. However Stavely teaches [Fig. 3a, Fig. 4] 
browsing and editing of an array of picture groups. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have included 
the editing of an array of picture groups of Stavely in the image sensor of Morimoto in 
view of Ono in order to to enable user-friendiy management of a large number of 
images, grouped two-dimensionally by theme and permitting unscheduled additions, as 
explicitly taught by Stavely,, in the sensor correction processor of Morimoto in view of 
Ono. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LESLIE VIRANY whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5893. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on (571)272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/Lin Ye/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



